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For more information contact the University
of California Cooperative Extension or agri-
cultural commissioner’s office in your coun-
ty. See your phone book for addresses and
phone numbers.

AUTHORS: L. Greenberg, J. H. Klotz
EDITOR: B. Ohlendorf
TECHNICAL EDITOR: M. L. Flint
DESIGN AND PRODUCTION: M. Brush
ILLUSTRATION: S. A. Klotz

Produced by IPM Education and Publica-
tions, UC Statewide IPM Program, Universi-
ty of California, Davis, CA 95616-8620

This Pest Note is available on the World
Wide Web (http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu)

This publication has been anonymously peer
reviewed for technical accuracy by University of
California scientists and other qualified profes-
sionals. This review process was managed by the
ANR Associate Editor for Pest Management.

To simplify information, trade names of products
have been used. No endorsement of named products
is intended, nor is criticism implied of similar products
that are not mentioned.

This material is partially based upon work
supported by the Extension Service, U.S. Department
of Agriculture, under special project Section 3(d),
Integrated Pest Management.

WARNING ON THE USE OF CHEMICALS
Pesticides are poisonous. Always read and carefully follow all precautions and safety recommendations

given on the container label. Store all chemicals in the original labeled containers in a locked cabinet or shed,
away from food or feeds, and out of the reach of children, unauthorized persons, pets, and livestock.

Confine chemicals to the property being treated. Avoid drift onto neighboring properties, especially
gardens containing fruits or vegetables ready to be picked.

Do not place containers containing pesticide in the trash nor pour pesticides down sink or toilet. Either
use the pesticide according to the label or take unwanted pesticides to a Household Hazardous Waste
Collection site. Contact your county agricultural commissioner for additional information on safe container
disposal and for the location of the Household Hazardous Waste Collection site nearest you. Dispose of
empty containers by following label directions. Never reuse or burn the containers or dispose of them in such
a manner that they may contaminate water supplies or natural waterways.

The University of California prohibits discrimination against or harassment of any person employed by or
seeking employment with the University on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, physical
or mental disability, medical condition (cancer-related or genetic characteristics), ancestry, marital status,
age, sexual orientation, citizenship, or status as a covered veteran (special disabled veteran, Vietnam-era
veteran, or any other veteran who served on active duty during a war or in a campaign or expedition for which
a campaign badge has been authorized). University policy is intended to be consistent with the provisions
of applicable State and Federal laws. Inquiries regarding the University’s nondiscrimination policies may be
directed to the Affirmative Action/Staff Personnel Services Director, University of California, Agriculture and
Natural Resources, 300 Lakeside Dr., Oakland, CA 94612-3350; (510) 987-0096.

near beds. Carefully inspect the bed
frame, undersides of windows, door
casings, and loose moldings.

Indirect measures can go a long way in
controlling bed bugs: keep bats and
birds away from houses; clean furnish-
ings, launder bedding and mattress
pads, and steam-clean mattresses; and
prevent bed bugs from getting into
homes by removing debris from
around the house, repairing cracks in
walls, and caulking windows and
doors.

Simple physical control methods in-
clude standing the legs of beds in
soapy water, coating the legs with pe-
troleum jelly or double-sided sticky
tape. Bed bugs cannot climb polished
glass or metal easily and they don’t fly,

so that the legs of beds can also be
placed inside glass jars or metal cans.
Heating to 97° to 99°F will kill most
bed bugs, as will temperatures below
48°F.

Chemical control includes the use of a
residual insecticide (usually pyre-
throids) in cracks and crevices. Sprays
containing natural pyrethrins can also
be used. Sorptive dusts such as fumed
silica (also called diatomaceous earth)
are useful in closed, hard-to-reach
places. These treatments are best done
by a professional pesticide applicator.
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